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Ko wi 34. 


_ js he that condennetht 1 i: Chrif that 
then yea rather, that is riſen again, who: 
it even at the right hand of God, who . 
e Inter ceſfuar for Us. 


HI 8 paſſage of Scripture was re- 

comtmended to me, for the ſubject of 

the Myon diſcourſe, by our mourning bro- 

ther, whom God has lately bereaved of the 

valuable companion of his life. The ſub- 

ject is choſen with particular rægard to the 

ſentiments of our 4epartcd ſiſter, and with 

| If = view of improving her death to the he- 

nour of the great Redetrner, and the efta- 
bliſhment ef our faith'in him. 9 

The doctrine upon which the triumph 

in our text is founded is expreſſed in other 

42 * words 
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64 
words in the firſt verſe of this chapter; and 
it is there introduced as a concluſion fairly 
proved by arguments which the author 
had been inſiſting upon at large in the 
former part of the Epiſtle. © There is, 
therefore, ſays he, that is, it now plainly 
appears, that there 18 « no candemnation 
to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. To © walk afteri the Spirit and 
% not after the fleſh," deſcribes the cha- 
racter of the ſincere believer ; and is in- 

tended to prevent the abuſe of this doctrine: 
For ſhould any one ſay, I am a Chriſtian, I 
am therefore in Chriſt, and free from con- 
demnation, this muſt be proved by their pre- 
vailing character; ſince they only are truly 
in Chriſt who © have the Spirit of Chriſt “.“ 
Upon this the author enlarges to the 14th 
verſe. From thence he goes on to ſhow, 
that believers are not only delivered from 
| condemnation, but adopted into God's fa- 
mily as his children f, and have a glorious 
inheritance in yiew, which they ſhall be 
put in poſſeſſion of in the day of final re. 
demption ; and in the mean time,“ all 
| Ver. 9. BE, + Ver. 14-17 Þ ver. 17—26. | 


4 
4+ things are working together for good to 


them, “ and, according to the divine coun- 


cils, leading them on in his appointed way 
to eternal glory, 
Upon this the ſacred writer begins the 


triumph of which the text is a part, What 


e ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? If 
God be for us, who can be againſt us*?"” 
Who dare be againſt us? Why ſhould we 
imagine any thing againſt us?—or fear what- 


ever may be againſt us, ſince God is for us? 


* Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 


of God's ele?” Will God himſelf? No: 


« *Tis God that juſtifies . „ Who fhall 
t condemn?” Will Chriſt? « 'Tis Chriſt that 
« died,” and *tis by his death we are juſti- 
fied before God, | 
Thus you ſee the ſpirit of St. Paul. The 
croſs of Chriſt is not only the ſubject, but the 


| glory of the Goſpel he preached. With this 


he begins — with this he ends — in this he 
triumphs. With this he filences every fear— 


ſubdues every enemy ſupplies every want. 


There is no doing juſtice to the words of 


the ſacred writer here, if we do not con. 


fider them in this light. I ſhall therefote 
farther purſue the ſubject in this method, 
"Po". n 


66.) 
Firſt, I thall briefly ſtate and explain the 
doctrine laid down in the text. And then, 
Secoridly, Shew you the glory of it, and 


how juſtly the Chriſtian may triumph in it. 


Firſt, I am briefly to ſtate and explain the 


doctrine laid down in the text, © Who i is 


4 he that condemneth? ft is Chriſt that 
« died, c.“ The truth of the fact, that 
Chriſt ſuffered death : at Jeruſalem, i is ad- 
mitted by all that call themſelves by his 
name: But the deſign of his death, and 
its uſe in the Chriſtian ſcheme i is differently 
apprehended; as it ſtands in the New Teſ- 
tament is, I fear, obnoxious. ta thouſands, 
and many weaker Chriſtians have but very, 


partial and confuſed notions of it, Let us 


view it as ſtated in the text under the fol- 


lowing particulars. 


In the iſt place you 3 That the 3 
death of Chriſt ĩs here evidently repreſented 


as a ſacrifice of atonement in the room of 


the. guilty, For the challenge, Who is 
* he that condemneth ?” being wholly 


therefore, not a boaſt of innocence, but a 


clam of diſcharge from deſerved condem- 
5 nation, 


67) 
nation, upon this conſideration, ther Chriſt 
has died. Now this conſideratiam e uld not 
be pleaded, witch any effect, much laſs be 
the ground of 19. anfident a challenge, i un- 
leſs. his death was indeed a ſatisfactitin i to 
the ſentence paſſed upan ſhe guilty. For if 


| You conſider the death of Chriſt only as a 


ſeal to the truth ofi tits . doftring, which 
contains the declaration of pandom ; or 
merely as an acł of mall perfect obedience; 
out of regard to wich God will! pardon 
the penitenit; in either. of theſs caſts; the 
ſentence. indeed is remitted; but net ſatiſa 
fied : Anddherefore the believer could i not 
plead the death of Chriſt, but the! prbioiſe 
of remiſſion alone, in bar of cbhndem- 
the death of Chriff, and that alone is 
pleaded; and» that, not only in bar of 
condemnatidn, but as a full ſatis faction to 


the! penalty of the law, on the! account; 


and in the place of the guilty. Tam c. 
victed—the ſentence is death but: Ohriſt 
has died. This ſatisfies the law; the con- 
demnation is removed. Chriſt died: there- 
fore as a ſubſtitute for the guilty, and to 
ak diſcharge 


('T] 
diſcharge the penalty of 1 th law a: to o our 
tranſgreſſions. ** 

And this is the niform langriage o of re- 
velation. The Lord laid upon him che 
« iniquities of us all *,” „He bore our 
äſins in his own body on the tree f. . He 
& was made ſin for us, that is, a ſacrifice 
5 fin 4. Nay, ſtronger ſtill, He was 

« made a curſe for us, that i, died in 
conſequence. of that curſe. _— law. > ag 
nounced upon us for fin 79. 

And indeed, this is the ys 1 050 
account. that can be given of the death of 
Chrifts. No other reaſon can ber aſſigued 
why, he ſhould die at all: Vou all believe he 
was intirely free from ſin: How then came 
he to die? Death is a puniſhment; it is 
the ſentence of a broken law: How came 
that to be inflicted upon him who never 
broke the law? The only rationt anſwer 
that can be given is, becauſe he ſuffered as 
a ſubſtitute for the guilty. In this light 
the death of Chriſt is e in our 
text. And obſerve,” | | | 


g. Iii. 6. + i Pet. il. 44, 1 *H 


$ Gal. ii. 19. | k „ eee OT pH 
2 91.0 2. He 
\ 
1 


1 

2. He died thus by the appointment?of 
God. 

His name expreſſes this: Chriſt,” the 
anointed: It is equally true of all his cha- 
racters and works of redemption : But as the 
atonement is ſo great a part of his redemp- 
tion, the divine ordination, with reſpect to 
his death as a ſacrifice for ſin, is more 
largely the ſubject of revelation. He was 
2 8 Lamb ſlain from the foundation of 
« the world“; © the Lamb of God t,“ 
that God provided and ſet apart as a ſacrifice 
for ſin. This is of the utmoſt importance 
to the effect of his atonement : Without. 
this he dies in vain. The offended Sovereign 
alone can appoint the ſatisfaction he will 
accept : And this gives ſecurity to our de- 
pendance on the ſacrifice of Chriſt, that it 
is the appointment of God himſelf. And, 

3. It is eſſential to our faith in this atone- 
ment, to conſider the Perſon who was thus 
offered as a ſacrifice for us. It is “ Chriſt” 
— The pointed form of the words evidently 
lays an emphaſis on the Perſon who died. 
And who this facred anointed Perſon was, 

* Rev. xii, 8. f ohn i. 29. 

r every 
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every page of the New Teſtament will in- 

form you. The Son of God: The divine 
«© Emmanuel *.“ Divinity indeed cannot 
ſuffer; but his Divinity gives effect to his 
ſufferings as man, and adds glory to them. 
It was in the fleſh ſin muſt be condemned; 
therefore the Son of God took upon himſelf 
humanity. The Word was made fleſh f;“ 
and though divine, he was thus purpoſely 
made under the law, that he might bear 
its penalty in death. Sacrifice and offer- 
« ing thou wouldſt not, but a body haſt 
« thou prepared me 4.” His righteouſneſs 
is therefore called * the righteouſneſs of 
« God$,” and his blood © the blood of 
„ God **.” | And, 

4. To prove the perfection of this 
atonement he roſe again from the dead. 
It is Chriſt that died, yea rather, that is 
« riſen again, who is even at the right 
« hand of God, who alſo maketh inter- 
„ ceſſion for us.” Obſerve the force of 
theſe words, —Suppole an objection— Well, 

he died; and what ſecurity is that, that you 
ſhall not die? How know you that God 


Ia. vii. 14. Matt, i, 23. + John i. 14. tHeb. x. 5. 
15 Rom. Ul, 21, Ce. Acts XX. = 


accepts 


** 
accepts and approves his death for theſe 
purpoſes of redemption ? Or that the pe- 
nalty of the law is ſatisfied thereby? Yes, 
ſays the ſacred writer, he died” but let 


me rather ſay, he roſe again from the 
% dead;” for that eſtabliſhes my hope) in 


his death; that proves the atonement is 
accepted, the debt diſcharged, becauſe the 


ſurety is releaſed. Nay more, even now | 
“ he is at the right hand of God: Not 
only approved, but honoured and rewarded 
for his death. This ſhows the perfection 
of his atonement ; and that God is not only 
reconciled, but glorified in his death. And 
more than this, he alſo maketh interceſ- 
« ſion for us: Knowing that he has 


| fulfilled all that God required, and finiſhed 


the work given him to do upon the croſs, 


he pleads the blood he there ſhed, as the 


ſtipulated ground upon which pardon ſhould 
be beſtowed upon guilty men. And to 
advance one ſtep farther on this head, he 


alſo reigns upon the throne of glory, as 
« Lord of all *;” © at the right hand of 


„God:“ Not only appears before God as 


* Acts x, 36. 


B 2 ; an 


( 12 ) 
an interceſſor, but is “ ſat down at the 
| „right hand of the Majeſty on high *.“ 
_— It is for the ſuffering of death he is thus 
highly exalted. He reigns as Mediator to 
accompliſh the purpoſes of his death, and 
carry them effectually into execution; that 
the hand of him who died may ſovereignly 
beſtow the bleſſings he purchaſed with his 
blood. I have thus ſtated the doctrine of 
the text concerning the death of Chriſt in 
as few words as I could; and placed it in 
that light which I verily believe to be the 
uniform view of divine revelation. I am, 


— 
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Secondly, To ſhow you the glory of this 
truth, and how juſtly the Chriſtian -may 
triumph in it. You ſee St. Paul glories in 

it; ſo do all the writers of the New Tefta- 
ment: And there is abundant for it. 
For in the 

Iſt place, It is honourable to Chriſt 
himſelf. The death of the croſs was in- 
deed infamous, it was one part of the ſuf- 

f ferings of Chriſt that it ſhould be ſo. View 
it in this light conſider who it was 
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was divinity in ſuch benevolence to a 


! 


2 
that died, and the purpoſes of his death 
the ſcandal vaniſhes, and glory appears 


upon the croſs. The very load of infamy 


that was laid upon him in his death, as the 
curſe and demerit of ſin, does honour to 
him that could ſupport it all, diſcharge 


it by his death, and live again. It was 


glorious to undertake ſuch a work: There 


wretched race of beings. And to accom- 
pliſh the deſign—to expiate their guilt, 
and redeem their ſouls from hell, was 
worthy of the Son of God. His victory 
over death and the malignant powers of 
hell, are the proper honours of the God- 
head, and give the believer cauſe to tri» 
umph in his croſs. And, 

2dly, He may boaſt of it as what 
put the greateſt dignity upon the human 
nature. ' It is the moſt memorable event 
that ever was tranſackẽd in our world: An 
event, that ſtands by itſelf, the wonder of 
the world; and if known in other worlds, 


_ muſt mae this globe of ours famous in the 


creation of God. It honours the human 


nature, that the Son of God took it for the 


habitation of his Deity on earth, and now 
3 | wears 


614) 
wears it in Heaven: It proclaims the worth 
of the ſoul, the account God makes of it, 
the value he puts upon it, that he redeems 
us with ſuch a price: And it proclaims the 
glory God has deſigned theſe guilty creatures 
for; who are hereby raifed out of the depths 
of miſery to the views of eternal glory. 
And what does farther honour to the death 
of Chriſt, is, 

3dly, That it brings g. ory to God. It is 
a large expreſſion of divine love, that he 
« has not withheld his Son, his only 
« Son, but freely gave him up for us 
« all*,” God never did ſuch a thing for 
any other creatures, It is an exerciſe of 
grace, expreſſive of that infinite perfection 
which 1s the fountain of all being and bleſ- 
ſedneſs. It is honourable to his govern- 
ment : He muſt rule like a God, like a Be- 
ing who has abſolute ſovereignty over all 
his creatures. He laws ſo: It appears in the 
death of Chriſt. Not a tittle of his law can 
fail; it muſt be honoured in the faly tion 
of ſinners; it is ſo; it is We It 


appears in the ſacrifice * Chriſt more holy 


# Rom. viii. 32. 


and 


„ 


and awful, than if the whole race of ſin- 


ners had fallen under its ſentence. 

The character of God alſo here appears 
with the proper honours of his Deity. This 
ſacrifice exhibits him “a juſt God, and 
« yet a Saviour*;” a God that is juſt, 
even in “ juſtifying the ungodly f;“ © a 


God of truth 4,“ fulfilling his word in 


the effectual puniſhment of ſin, while his 
grace triumphs in the pardon of the guilty. 
The Holineſs of God is the ſum of all his 
perfections; and here it ſhines forth in its 
richeſt glories. He never © revealed his 
& wrath from heaven againſt all unrigh- 
« teouſneſs of men d ſo much as in the 
death of his Son; never made fin ap- 
pear ſo ſinful, and the neceſſity of holineſs 
ſo evident. And it is this that gives the 


believer ſo much joy in the death of Chriſt, 
that it honours the character and govern- 


ment of God, while it affords hope to guilty 


men. Which leads me to add, in the 


4th place, That. the Apoſtle triumphs in 
the death of "Chriſt as an effectual anſwer 
to every charge of guilt. * Who is he that 


* Ifai. xlv. 21. + Rom. iv. 5. + Deut. xxxii. 4. 
5 Rom. i. 18. 


5 Con- 
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& condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died.“ 
This puts his cauſe into plea; and he is 
willing to leave its iſſue upon the validity 
of this anſwer. Will God himſelf con- 
demn ? No: God is reconciled in Chriſt : 
«© Tt is God that juſtifies.” Does the law 
of God condemn ? „ Chriſt redeems us 
4 from. the curſe of the law, being,” in his 
death, made a curſe for us*.” Should 


the guilty conſcience, aided by the ſug- 


geſtions of the accuſer of the brethren, mar- 
ſhal his ſins againſt him, and repreſent them 
as numberleſs, and peculiarly aggravated— 
He anſwers, © the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
« cleanſeth from all ſin f.“ Should it be 


pleaded, ſin is an infinite evil, becauſe the 


perfections of God are infinite, and his 
laws infinitely ſacred—He anſwers, ſo are 
the glories of the Redeemer and his righ- 
teouſneſs infinite. *Tis Chriſt that died.” 
It is © the righteouſneſs of God;” „ che 


a blood of God” I plead. Or ſhould the ac- 


cuſer inſiſt, thou art the ſinner, the ſentence 
muſt fall upon the perſon of the aggreſſor, 


lle anſwers, God himſelf ſent his Son, 


Gal. ui, 13. + 1 John i. 7. 
| pro- 


(: 2973 
prepared a body for him,_delivered him tp 
as a ſacrifice for fin, and“ condemned fin 
« in his feſh*.” „ Who” then © ſhall 
« condemn ? It is Chriſt that died.” To 
this let me add, in the 
sth place, That from the ſame glorious 


truth the Chriftian triumphs in the aſſurance 


of every blefling. © He that ſpared not 
* his own Son, but delivered him up for 
„ us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo 
66 freely give us all things 1? When 
this language is compared with the circum- 

ſtances of real life, or what our author 
himſelf met with, who was frequently in 
want and nakedneſs; it may ſeem to the 
ſuperficial mind, to be rather the effuſion 
of enthuſiaſm, than the ſober expreſſion of 
a rational affurance. But the twenty-eight 
_ verſe will explain and vindicate it, © And 
« we know that all things work together 
« for good, to them that love God, to them 


« who are the called according to his pur- 


« poſe :” All things are given for good. 
This clears the truth; and the believer 
glories in his treaſure, And obſerve here, 


* Rom. vil, 3. 2 Ver. 32. 


2 a what 


what gives aſſurance to his faith is, that all 


6 


theſe promiſed bleſſings are given in Chriſt. 
For though the contents of theſe exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, may ſeem in 
themſelves too large for our faith to receive, 
yet when we conſider them as the gifts of 
grace, given in Chriſt, and as the fruits of 
his death, it may all be credited, and gloried 
in. And how can God do othgrwiſe? ſays 
the Apoſtle. After he has given us his 


Son, delivered him up to death, can he 


with-hold any thing that is good? Im- 
poſſible! And beſides, by giving his Son 
he has engaged himſelf; entered into 
bonds; the bonds of an everlaſting and 
unchangeable covenant in the blood of his 
Son. And ſhall he after all this go | back» 
and with-hold any covenant-bleſſing God 
forbid, we ſhould. think ſo. And once 
more, in the 

6th place, By the death of Chriſt the 


believer triumphs over every enemy. If 


„ God be for us, who can be againſt 


« us *?” « Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
the love * Chriſt? Shall tribulation, or 
« diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or 
* nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? - Nay, in 


. 5 
3 « all 
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6 all theſe things we are more than con- 
“ querors, through him that loved us. For - 
« Iam perſuaded, that neither death, nor 
“life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
« powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
e to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 
« parate us from the love of God which is 
«in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord *.“ How glori- 
ous a challenge is this! What a formidable 
hoſt ! | And how complete this victory 
through the blood of the Lamb! «© More 
e than conquerors !”?- This hoſt of enemies 
over which! the Chriſtian thus triumphs 
may be marſhalled into this order: The 
forrows of life the powers of hell—and 
the terrors of death. The ſorrows of life 
are various and numerous; and they are 
part of the fruit and curſe of ſin. Per- 
haps, no man ever met with more of theſe 
than St. Paul; no man therefore better 

knew by experience how the doctrine of 
the croſs could triumph over them. The 
curſe is removed by the croſs of Chriſt. 
God is reconciled ; theſe: afflictions there- 
fore are only fatherly corretions—they are 


es. Oh Ae} 4+ A 
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the effect of his love even eovenant bleſ 
fings and ſhall . work together for good.” 
We are therein conformed to Chriſt or, 
we ſuffer for Chriſt, and ſhall reign with 
him too. Theſe light afflictions which 
4 are, but for a moment, ſhall work for us 
© a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
+ of glory *.”” This troop of enemies then 
is overcome, We turn the Chriſtian ar- 
maut therefore to the next legion; the 
powers of hell; angels, principalities and 
powers. Theſe we wreſtle with. Shall 
* theſe ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt 
«* who died for us? Or roh us of the 
fruits af his death? No; they are con- 
quered enemies: Chriſt ſubdued them on 

- the croſs; and when he. roſe from the dead, 

_ © he led captivity: captive . He aſcended: 
on high, and received the key of the bot · 
tomleſs pit, has this wounded conquered 
enemy in his chain, and reſtrains or permits 
him with a ſovereign authority as he ſees! 
good; and though he fuffers the warfare: 
with his. people for a while, it is only to 
train them up by conqueſt for glory; But 
the warfare ſhall not laſt for ever. The 


2 Cor, Iv. 17: 7 Pſal, Ixviii, 18. . iv. 8. 
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«. God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under 
their feet ſhortly , and they ſhall 
* overcome the Dragon and his-angels by 
* the blood of the Lamb f.“ And, en- 
couraged by this, let us next face the terroro 
of death. Life and death, things preſent, 
and things to come.“ Death: is indeed 
an awful memorial of our guilt: And had 


not God deſigned it to humble us, and by 


its terrors to make his grace the more glo- 
tious, and the Se of Chrift more precious 


to us, he would have taken us to heaven 


without dying; but it is wiſely ordered as 
it is, and gives occaſion to ſee the glories 


of redemption with brighter luſtre in the 


ſhades of death, I am confident, there is 


no rational ground of comfort to a dying 


ſinner can be deduced from divine revela- 


tion but this, © It is Chriſt tliat died:ꝰ And 


in thit our conſolations abound. Death is 
here diſarmed of its terrors: its ſting. is 
taken cut. The ſting of death is fin 22 
It is the wages, and the “ curſe of 
«ſin g:“ but © 'Chrift hath redeemed us 
from the curſe of the law, being made a 


 *' Rom. xvi. 20» 4 Rae: xe 034 - 11 Cor. xv. 56. 
$ Rom. vi. 23, | 1 


« curſe for us. In this the believer tri- 
umphs—“ Oh death! where is thy ſting? 
4 Oh grave! where is thy victory? 
4 Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . 
It is more than victory; ; for death being thus 
ſtingleſs, the grave is conſecrated to the 
diſciples of Chriſt as a place of repoſe for 
their duſt. They ſleep in Jeſus f;“ 
they reſt in their beds: F.“. It is become 
his ſtore-houſe, where -h, lays up their 
mortal remains till the day of his glory. 
He conquered death as well as hell on the 
erofs; 4 aboliſhed death F” as an enemy; 
and has dominion over it as Lord both of 
te the dead and the living *. 4 am he 
«/that liveth; and was dead, and behold, I 
&© am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
* the keys of hell and of death f.“ The 
regions of the inviſible world are under 
his dominion. He opens the door, and 
lets his ſervants into glory in the appointed 
time; ant when it has ſerved the purpoſes 
of his grace, he will -unlock the treaſures 
of the grave, call forth the ſleeping duſt of 


| * 1 Cor. xv. 55, ec. + 1 Fheſſ. iv. 14. 2 Ifa. Ivii. 2. 
$2 Tim, i. 10, ** Rom. xiv. 9. ff Rev. i. 18. 
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his ſervants, and © becauſe he lives, they 
„ ſhall live alſo*.” You ſee then how 
juſtly the apoſtle triumphs in this truth, 
It is Chriſt that died.“ 

You will conclude, from the tenor of this 
diſcourſe, that it was not deſigned as a com- 
pliment to the dead: It is a juſt concluſion : 
It was deſigned as a tribute of gratitude to 
him who gave us all our hopes in death by 
dying for us. This was the joy of our de- 
parted ſiſter ; and I enter no farther into her 
character (too honourable to need any com- 
mendation from me) than to exhibit to you 
that truth which governed her life, and 
ſupported her in the views of death: I ſay, 
governed her life; for if it governs not your 
lives too, you either yet do not underſtand 
it, or do not believe it. For if you have 


at all attended to the views now et before. 


you of the death of Chriſt, in the honour 
it does to the Divine character and govern- 
ment, you muſt ſee with conviction, that 


it is © a doctrine according to godlineſs f.“ 
If then you are concerned for holineſs—if 


you wonld conſider aright of the divine 


* John xiv. 19. + 1 Tim. vi. 3. 


perfections 


R 
perfections as the foundation of holineſs— 
if you would learn the evil of ſin, and 
the neceſſity of holineſs to enjoy God 
ſtudy the doctrine of the eroſs; and you 
will there ſee the perfections of God, the 
holineſs of his law, the terrors of his 
wrath, the evil of fin, and the motives to 
obedience ſhine forth with ſovereign 
brightneſs, 

Chriſtians that would either live or die 
comfortably muſt live by faith in a dying 
Redeemer. If you loſe fight of this, and 
death meet you, it will appear terrible. 
Join thoſe two expreſſions of St. Paul, and 
carry them about with you: © I die 
« daily *;” © And the life that I live in 
te the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son of 
„% God, who loved me, and gave himſelf 
« for me f.“ With this faith you may 
die, not only with comfort, but with cou- 
rage. There is glory in the death of Chriſt: 
And the Chriftian ſhould die | honour- 
ably, and credit 115 WN of Chriſt Ny his 
death. | 

And upon N principle, the death 
of a true Chriſtian may be conſidered as 


* x Cor. xv. 32. Gal, . 206. 


a tri- 
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a triumph to Chriſt, and an occaſion of 
joy to his church. Every ſoul removed to 
the houſe of God above is a new victory 
he gains over death and hell. It gives 
occaſion to the inhabitants of glory 
to repeat again the new ſong to the 
46 Lamb that was lain, and who redeemed 
te them by his blood *: And we ſhould 
1 with them therein. 

Now then, my dear brother, though 
you are a mourner, I give you joy, in the 
victories of your - Redeemer. You have, 
by directing us to this ſubject, planted 
the croſs of Chriſt in triumph upon the 


grave of our departed ſiſter; and under 


the protection of this banner, you may 
chearfully enter the grave yourſelf. It is 
part of the dominion of Chriſt, and when- 


ever he calls you, you may enter it in 
peace. But he will not leave you there. 


1 If you are planted in the likeneſs of 
« his death, ſo ſhall you be alfo in the 


_« likeneſs of his. reſurrection f. There- 


fore comfort yourſelf with theſe words ; 
and anſwer every threatening aſpect of 
this . king. of terrors with. this language of 


the Chriſtian faith—* It is Chriſt that died,” 


Amen. 
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